
Fitch 
 

William Fitch (1734-1785)  

Born: July 18, 1737 in Lebanon (New London Co.), CT 

Parents: James Fitch (1709-1760) and Abiel Metcalf (1709-1778) 

 

 

NOTES 

James Fitch (1709) was a descendant of another James Fitch (1623-1702), the founder of 

Lebanon, Connecticut in 1666.  The name of the town was in honor of the Bible land, for 

it was high on a hill and surrounded by a large cedar forest.  The first James (1623) was 

the father of Nathaniel Fitch (1679), Nathaniel was the father of James (1709), and James 

the father of  William (1734). 

 

 

 

William Fitch (1734) 

m October 9, 1760 in Kinderhook (Columbia Co.), N.Y. 

Heyltje “Alta” Wheeler (1732-1805) 

Children of William and Alta Fitch  

Abiel  1762   m Nathaniel Harmon     1829 

Margaret 1763   m Philip Reed I     1833 

John   1765         1799 

Jesina (“Sina”)1767   m Lemuel Chipman     1841 

Rachel  1768   m Ozais Clark (1784)    1864 

Alta   1770         1781 

Sybil   1772   m Daniel Clark (1788)   1850 

Anna  1773   m Cyrus Chipman    1799 

 

Death  

William: April 30, 1785 in Pawlet (Rutland Co.), Vt. 

Alta: May 26, Died 1805 in Richmond; bur. in Richmond Center Cemetery (first grave) 

 

 

About William Fitch 

As a young man he made his way from western Connecticut to eastern New York.  He 

married in Columbia County, New York.  The first five of his children were born there.  

Before the birth of Alta (1770) they moved to Pawlet, Vermont, where William was an 

early, and important, settler, and where the three youngest girls were born.  He owned the 

first sawmill and grist mill built in Pawlet, and kept the first store in town.  The village 

was known in early days as Fitch’s Mills. 

 He was engaged by the Council of Safety to furnish supplies to the troops raised to 

repel the invasion of Burgoyne in 1777.  When the settlers north of town fled, fearing the 

arrival of British troops, his wife Alta, with three small daughters (Alta, 7; Sybil, 5; and 

Anna, 4) all mounted on one horse, started south seeking refuge. 



 He served during the Revolution as a private at the alarms at Skeesborough and at 

Ticonderoga, in Captain Stark’s Company, Ira Allen’s Regiment.  In 1775 he was 

commissioned a Captain.  In the family Bible is this inscription: “This William Fitch it is 

said was in the Revolution and was in the Battle of Bennington under General Stark – 

was one of the Green Mountain Boys.” 

 His only son died at age thirty-four.  Four of his daughters (Abiel, Margaret, Sina, 

and Anna) married men who took them away to western New York.  Daughters Rachel 

and Sybil remained in Pawlet, where they raised their families. 

 

 

NOTES 

James Fitch (1709) was a descendant of Governor William Bradford of Plymouth 

Colony. 

Heyltje (“Alta”) Wheeler (1732) was the daughter of Samuel and Margareta VanWoert 

Wheeler of Kinderhook, New York.  She married again after William’s death.  On 

February 18, 1788, she married Elisha Clark; Elisha died six months later on August 20.  

His first wife was Irena Meiggs; they were the parents of Ozias (1764-1855) Daniel 

(1768), Joseph, and Asahel.  Ozias and Daniel married the Fitch sisters, Rachel and Sybil.  

Alta went to Richmond in 1795 with her daughters’ families.  She lived first with her 

daughter Abiel Harmon then with daughter Margaret Reed.  When she died on May 26, 

1805, she was the first person to be buried in the Richmond Center Cemetery. 

John Fitch (1765) and his sister Alta (1770) both died while the family was living in 

Vermont. 

Rachel Fitch (1768) was born September 9 in Pawlet, Vermont.  She married there and 

did not leave.  She had nine children: Nancy, Meiggs, Irena, Fitch, Alta, John, Robert, 

Betsey, and Mariette. 

Sybil Fitch (1772) was born February 24 in Pawlet; she also remained in Pawlet.  Her 

children were Elisha, William, Philip, Wheeler, John Cyrus, Darius, Corilla, Cornelia, 

Sina, and Daniel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Abiel Fitch married Nathaniel Harmon) 

 

Nathaniel Harmon  
Born: August 24, 1756 in New Marlborough, Mass. 

Parents: Nathaniel Harmon (1713-1792) and Elizabeth Bridgman (1714-1798) 

Children of Nathaniel and Elizabeth Harmon  

Aran   1738   m Sarah Rawson    1802 

Caleb   1740   m Sybil Towsley    1804 

Elizabeth 1741         1744 

Joshua  1744   m 1) Sarah Fisk    1812 

     m 2) Mary Beeman 

Silas  1746         1818 

Elizabeth 1747   m Benjamin Cornish    1802 

Lydia  1750         1864 

Elijah   1751   m Rebecca Clark    1830 

Gaius   1754   m Mary Parsons    1845 

Nathaniel 1756   m Abiel Fitch     1814 

Orlando 1759         1771 

 

 

 

NOTES 

Nathaniel Harmon (1713) was born in Connecticut, the son of Nathaniel Harmon (1686-

1763) and Esther Austin (1687-1761).  He wrote poetry, some of which was published in 

his lifetime.  He was known in his family as “Nathaniel the Poet.”  A pacifist and “deeply 

religious man,” his conscience did not allow him to serve in the militia during the 

Revolution.  He did, however, serve after the Battle of Bennington by burying the dead.  

The first eight of his children were born in Suffield, Connecticut, the three youngest, in 

New Marlborough, Massachusetts. 

Elizabeth Bridgman (1714) was the daughter of James Bridgman (1678-1728) and 

Elizabeth Allis (1679-1712). 

Aran Harmon (1738) had a daughter and a son: Sarah and Rawson. 

Caleb Harmon (1740) was the father of five children: Hannah, Rachel, Sybil, Elizabeth, 

and Israel. 

Joshua Harmon (1744) lived in Saratoga County, New York.  His wife Sarah had four 

children: Lucy, Sylvester, Betsy, and Samuel.  His wife Mary had Elijah, Alva, Nervia, 

Levi, Catherine, and Polly. 

Elizabeth Harmon (1747) had a son, Benjamin. 

Elijah Harmon (1751) had a large family: Enos, Irene, Electa, Levi, Elijah, Gaius, and 

Rebecca. 

Gaius Harmon (1754) lived in Onondaga County, New York.  His children were 

Tryphena, Polly, Silas, Sabra, Enos, Moses, Medad, Betsey, and Reuben. 

 

 

 

 



Nathaniel Harmon (1756) 

m May 10, 1781 in Pawlet (Rutland Co.), Vt. 

Abiel Fitch  (1762-1829) 

Children of Nathaniel and Abiel Harmon: 

William 1781         1793 

Alta   1782   m Stephen Fowler    1840 

Tina   1784   m Jacob Wimple (1809)   1847 

Philia  1785   m John Gregg (1806)    1864 

Lyman  1787         1787 

Julia  1788         1789 

Nancy  1791   m Plynn Weller (1812)   1831 

Betsey  1794   m Jacob Gregg (1815)    1858 

Lyman  1796         1880 

Polly (t) 1799         1843 

Sarah (t) 1799   m James B. Wells (1822)   1871 

Sybil   1801   m Amos Stocking (1848)   1869 

Sina  1806         1827 

 

Death  

Nathaniel: April 5, 1814 in Richmond; bur. Richmond Center Cemetery 

Abiel: May 7, 1829 in Richmond; bur. Richmond Center Cemetery 

 

 

About Nathaniel Harmon 

 Born and raised in Massachusetts, by the end of the Revolution Nathaniel had located 

to Pawlet, Vermont, where he married in his early twenties.  In the winter of 1795 (when 

he was thirty-eight years old) he brought his wife and six surviving children to 

Richmond, in the company of his three brothers-in-law, Lemuel and Cyrus Chipman and 

Philip Reed.  His youngest five children were born in Richmond.  Nathaniel was a highly 

devout man, one of the first two deacons of the Richmond Congregational Church, which 

was organized in 1805.   
 “Captain Harmon built a barn in 1802 or ’03; at the raising an adopted son of his, by 

the name of Butts, was killed outright and Isaac Bishop was stunned, supposed to be 

dead.  He recovered, but with the entire loss of the faculty of memory.”  (Pioneer History 

of the Holland Purchase of Western New York, Orsamus Turner.) 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES 

Abiel Fitch (1762) was born March 6, in Greenbush, New York, the daughter of William 

Fitch and Alta Wheeler.  Three of her sisters, Anna Chipman, Sina Chipman, and 

Margaret Reed, were other early settlers of Richmond.   

Alta Harmon (1782) had four children: Fitch, Meigs, Stephen, and Harmon.  She died 

March 9, 1840 in Livonia, New York. 



Tina Harmon (1784) and Jacob Wimple (1782-1851) lived in Richmond and were the 

parents of eight children: Walter (1810), Philia (1813), John (1814), Louise (1816), 

Augustus (1819), Edmond (1821), Abiel (1822, a daughter), and Emily (1825).  Three of 

his daughters married men from Richmond: Emily (1825-1863) married Cyrus Dixon, 

son of John Dixon and Mehitabel Wells; they had no children. Philia (1813-1890) 

married Wheeler Reed II (1811-1894) and Louise married Wheeler’s brother Philip 

(1813-1897).  The Reed brothers were sons of John Fitch Reed and Antha Steele.   

Philia Harmon (1785) had three children: Caroline, Hugh, and Worlin.  She died in 

Livonia. 

John Gregg (1784) was the son of Hugh Gregg and Rachel Taggert.  His brother Jacob 

(1793) married his wife’s sister, Betsey. 

Nancy Harmon (1791) and sisters Betsey (1794) and Sybil (1801) died in Tecumseh 

(Lenawee County), Michigan. 

Betsey Harmon (1794) had five children: James, Manders, Esther, Jacob, and Elizabeth. 

Her husband Jacob was the brother of John, who was married to Betsey’s sister Philia.   

Sarah (“Sally”) Harmon (1799) married and moved to Franklin (Lenawee County), 

Michigan, in 1830.  Her obituary appeared in a local newspaper in 1871: 

 

On the 8
th

 inst. in Franklin, Lenawee Co., Mich., Mrs. Sally Wells, wife of the late 

Dea. James B. Wells, and mother-in-law of Prof. Estabrook, aged 72 years.  Mrs. 

Wells has left a wide circle of friends and relatives to mourn her departure.  Her 

house for many years was the welcome and hospitable home of many guests, who 

always cherished pleasant memories of their visits there.  She was the mother of 

thirteen children, nine of whom still survive, and all but two were present with her 

in her last hours on earth. 

  For more than fifty years she had been a consistent member of the Church of 

Christ.  Her life was beautiful.  Always calm in the midst of the severest trials and 

afflictions (of which she experienced not a few), she manifested the deep 

resignation that told, plainer than words, of a heart subdued by the grace of God, 

and in sweet submission to His dealings.  Her last hours on earth were hours of 

triumph.  The parting scene was touching and glorious.  She gave her parting 

blessing to her children and grand children, and left messages of love for those who 

were absent.  She said that those who were waiting for her on the other side were 

more than those she left behind.  Death had for her no terrors.  Her last words were, 

“I am happy,” and she passed into a higher life.  She has left a pleasant home on 

earth, and one she loved for a mansion in the skies. 

 

James Bridgman Wells (1798-1864) was the son of Cyrus Wells (1768-1838) and 

Rhoda Pettibone (1770-1840). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Margaret Fitch married Philip Reed) 

 

Philip Reed (1756) 

m  May 20, 1780 in Pawlet (Rutland Co.), Vt. 

Margaret Fitch  (1763-1833) 

Children of Philip and Margaret Reed 

John F.  1781   m Antha Steele     1857 

Silas  1783   m Alta Chipman     1853 

Wheeler 1788   m 1) Olive Risden     1867 

     m 2) Hannah Risden  

William 1800   m Amelia Palmes    1862 

Alta  1802         1819 

Philip (II) 1806   m Betsey Blackmer (1827)   1851 

 

Death 

Philip: March 20, 1828 in Richmond; bur. Richmond Center Cemetery 

Margaret: March 24, 1833 in Richmond; bur. Richmond Center Cemetery 

 

 

About Philip Reed 

 “When a boy [in Connecticut] he was bound out to learn the weaver’s trade.  At the 

age of sixteen he went to Vermont, where he was employed by one William Fitch to 

teach his girls the art of weaving.  He seems to have combined pleasure with business, as 

he courted and married the second daughter [Margaret].” (Portraits and Biographies of 

the Governors of Michigan, Chicago; 1889)  Margaret’s sisters, Anna and Sina, married 

the Chipman brothers, Cyrus and Lemuel; her sister Abiel married Nathaniel Harmon.   

 During the Revolution Philip was twenty-two when he served in the Vermont militia 

at the Battle of Bennington (August 1777), under the command of General Stark.  Three 

years later he married, and in the passage of time three sons were born. 

 In 1794 Philip was thirty-eight.  In June of that year he came with his brothers-in-law 

Lemuel and Cyrus Chipman to Richmond on a prospecting tour. In the course of that 

visit, it is said, he climbed a tree on a hilltop (later the settlement at Allen’s Hill) to look 

over the territory where he thought of settling.  Apparently he liked what he saw, picking 

out a particularly tall tree to mark the area he preferred.  This became the settlement at 

Richmond Mills. 

 The following February (1795) Philip returned with his wife and three boys, his 

hired man Isaac Adams, and a twenty-year-old black servant woman, Jane Lebanon.  

Also in the company were both his Chipman brothers-in-law and their families, and his 

brother-in-law Nathaniel Harmon, his wife and six children.  They made the trip on sleds 

drawn by sturdy oxen, and driven by Levi Blackmer, Pierce Chamberlain, Asa Denison, 

and Isaac Adams.  “Sleighing was good and the trip was made in eighteen days.” (History 

of Ontario County; Lewis Cass Aldrich; George S. Conover, Ed.; 1893).  “As soon as 

they could procure lumber, they built a shanty, in which they lived three weeks, 

performing their culinary work by the side of a log in the meantime, then moved into the 

new log house.  In that primitive day Philip Reed was considered [to be very rich.  He 

had with him $3,000.]  He purchased two lots of land, paying fifteen shillings ($1.88) per 



acre, and continued to add to his real estate until he owned 1,500 acres.” (Governors of 

Michigan) 

 They settled on the banks of the Hemlock Outlet -- in the area that came to be called 

Richmond Mills (also known as Frost Hollow).  He built one of the first sawmills in the 

area in 1803.  A year later, bringing the mill stones by ox team from New Hampshire, he 

built the first grist mill on the outlet.  Hugh Gregg was the miller.  The Reeds’ black 

servant woman, Jane, lived with the family all her life; when she died in 1844 she was 

buried in the Richmond Center Cemetery, near the Reed Family plot. 

 Philip and his brother-in-law Cyrus Chipman both began to build their brick homes in 

1802 – the first such houses in the township.  Cyrus’ house was three-and-a-half miles 

east of Philip’s property, but the building of the identical houses went along 

simultaneously.  Bricks were made by Asa Gorkins on the Chipman site, the timbers were 

cut from the Reed woodlands.  Nails were hand-forged by the local blacksmith.   

 “The compensation for the construction and painting was to be $400, of which $50 

[one-eighth] was to be paid in cash and the balance in ‘good cattle, wheat and pork,’ and 

a provision in the contract was that Reed should ‘board the contractor, Lewis Morey, and 

all the men he should employ, and to give each man during the time he should be 

employed two gills [8 oz.] of whisky per day.’” (History of Ontario County)  

 Alva Reed, a great-grandson of Philip, wrote a short memoir in 1925 called “Out of 

the Past.”  He notes: “I have before me Philip Reed’s account book, dated at Pittstown, 

1805…I see that his men [who built the house] were paid largely in wheat, tallow, cider, 

apples, hay, corn, bran, cheese, honey, butter, wine, beef, and whiskey, which last named 

item was 25 cents a quart.”
  
Two years after they were begun, both homes were finished 

in 1804, and both stand today. 

 At the first town meeting in April 1796, Philip Reed was elected Assessor and 

Commissioner of Schools.  He also served as one of the Overseers of the Poor.  In 

subsequent years he was Town Supervisor (1801-1804).  In 1802 his real estate property 

was valued at $3,605, for which he paid a tax of $10.73. 

 Of Philip’s last years, Alva wrote: “In his later years he was not able to get about 

much, having suffered some from paralysis, and used to sit by the north window in his 

house.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Sina Fitch married Lemuel Chipman) 

 

Lemuel Chipman 
Born: July 25, 1754 in Salisbury (Litchfield Co.), Conn. 

Parents: Samuel Chipman  (1721-1812) and Hannah Austin (1725-c.1790) 

Children of Samuel and Hannah Chipman: (born in Salisbury, Conn.) 

Samuel 1750         c.1855 

Nathaniel  1752   m Sarah Hill (1781)    1843 

Lemuel 1754   m Sina Fitch       1831 

Darius  1756   m 1) Lydia Dickenson  (1782)   1832 

      m 2) Hannah Mead 

Hannah 1758   m Job Spofford    1859 

Cyrus   1761   m Anna Fitch      1840 

Samuel 1763   m Hannah Spofford (1785)   1839 

Daniel  1765   m Elutheria Hedge (1796)   1850 

 

NOTES 

Samuel Chipman (1721) was born March 21 in Groton, Connecticut; he was an 

industrious farmer and blacksmith at Salisbury, Connecticut.  He married Hannah Austin 

in 1749 and all their children were born in Salisbury.  About 1771 he moved to 

Tinmouth, Vermont, then accompanied his family to Richmond in 1795.  He died in 

Richmond in 1812. 

Hannah Austin (1725) was born June 5 in Suffield, Connecticut. 

Nathaniel Chipman (1752) was a lawyer and politician, serving as Chief Justice of the 

Vermont Supreme Court, and as one of Vermont’s U.S. Senators from 1798 to 1804 

(while George Washington was President). 

 

 

Lemuel Chipman (1754) 

m 1780 in Pawlet (Rutland Co.), Vt. 

Sina Fitch  (1767-1841) 

Children of Lemuel and Sina  

Lemuel  1782    m Laura Mead (1811)    1844 

Fitch   1785     m Sarah Spofford (1811)   1864 

Samuel  1788   m Anna Palmes (1810)   1846 

Reeve (m) 1791          c.1793 

Alpheus 1793          1793 

Asenath  1796    m Dr. Cyrus Wells (1817)   1883 

David  1798          ____ 

Miranda 1799         c. 1815 

Alethia  1800    m Dr. Ephraim Cheney (1817)   1862 

William 1801         c. 1812 

 

Death 

Lemuel: April 28, 1831 in Sheldon, N.Y.; bur. West Ave. Cemetery, Canandaigua, N.Y. 

Sina: January 2, 1841 in Sheldon; bur. West Ave. Cemetery, Canandaigua, N.Y. 



About Lemuel Chipman 

 Lemuel was a medical doctor in Connecticut and later in Vermont. During the 

Revolution he served in the Continental Army as assistant surgeon to Dr. Dickinson 

during the Battle of Bennington.  After the war he settled in Pawlet, Vermont, (where his 

younger brother Cyrus later joined him), and practiced medicine there.  Dr. Lemuel 

Chipman was the first president of the Vermont Medical Society.  He was a member of 

the Vermont State Legislature for eight years (1788-1793) and served as an Assistant 

Judge of the Rutland County Court.  In 1793 he was a member of the Constitutional 

Convention. 

He and his wife Sina (the sister of Anna Fitch, who married Lemuel’s younger brother 

Cyrus) lived in Pawlet, where five of their children were born (and two of them died), 

until 1795 when they came to Ontario County, New York, settling in what was then 

known as Pittstown (later Richmond).  He was forty-two years old and the father of four 

living children.  Several members of his extended family also came to Richmond at that 

time.   

In New York he served as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives, and later as 

Senator; he was a Judge of the Ontario County Court and a Presidential Elector.  For four 

years (between 1803 and 1808) he was an Ontario County Justice of the Peace.  Lemuel 

Chipman was elected the first supervisor of Richmond, serving from 1796 to 1800, then 

again in 1806, 1814, and 1821. 

In 1803 he bought land in Wyoming County, New York in partnership with Roswell 

Turner and Oliver Phelps.  It wasn’t until 1828, however, that he moved to that county, 

where he was one of the principal settlers of the township of Sheldon.  A Wyoming 

County publication gives details of his life after he left Richmond: 

 

In Vermont Lemuel [Chipman] and his brothers, Nathaniel and Daniel, began notable 

careers.  The brothers became prominent jurists, the Hon. Nathaniel living at Middlebury.  

Lemuel studied the profession of physic and surgery and settled in Pawlet, Vermont, 

where he practiced with great success and reputation, we are told, until he removed to 

Ontario County, New York in 1795.  In the spring of 1828 he removed from Richmond, 

where he had resided 33 years, to Sheldon, Wyoming County.  Here, within the circle of 

his family, advanced in years and subject to the infirmities of age, he rounded out his 

days as one of the community’s most honored men.  He took up residence with his son 

Fitch, who died at Sheldon Center in 1829, then with Lemuel, Jr., a War of 1812 veteran, 

who lived east of Frink’s Corners on the road to North Java station.  The Judge was a 

devoted member of the Episcopal church, and when he died, April 28, 1831, age 76, the 

Batavia “Spirit of the Times” said of him that “his kindness, suavity and liberality, had 

endeared him to all who knew him, and his house and table were better specimens of old-

fashioned and unaffected hospitality than almost any found in this part of the State.”  

(“Historical Wyoming” a newsletter of the Wyoming County Historical Society, July 

1954: “Among Sheldon Pioneers” by Harry S. Douglass) 

 

 

 

 

 



NOTES 

Sina Fitch (1767) was born February 13, at Kinderhook (Columbia County), New York; 

she was the sister of Anna Fitch Chipman (wife of Cyrus), Abiel Fitch Harmon (wife of 

Nathaniel), and Margaret Fitch Reed (wife of Philip).   “The wife of [Lemuel Chipman] 

was an accomplished woman.” (From an unpublished history of the Cheney family.) 

Lemuel Chipman, Jr. (1782) was a militia volunteer in the war of 1812, and was taken 

prisoner by the British.  He died April 28, 1844 in Sheldon, New York, and is buried in 

Frink’s Corners Cemetery. 

Fitch Chipman’s (1785) children were Maria, 1812; Lemuel, 1813; Samuel, 1814; 

Sarah, 1816; Susan, 1819; Adelaide, 1822; Benjamin, 1827; and Frances, 1830; he died 

in Michigan 

Samuel Chipman (1788) was a noted temperance man.  He was editor of The Star of 

Temperance, a newspaper published in Rochester in 1828-34.  In order to get the 

statistics regarding drink and how it related to crime, he visited the prisons and poor 

houses of New York, Ohio, and four other northeastern states. 

Asenath Chipman (1796) was born September first in Richmond; she died March 16, 

1882 in Howell, Michigan.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Anna Fitch married Cyrus Chipman) 

 

Cyrus Chipman 
Born: December 3, 1761 in Salisbury (Litchfield Co.), Conn. 

Parents: See Lemuel Chipman, above 

 

 

 

 

Cyrus Chipman (1761)     

m October 3, 1787 in Pawlet (Rutland Co.), Vt. 

Anna Fitch  (1773-1837) 

Children of Samuel and Anna Chipman  

Sophia  1788         1793 

Alta   1791   m Silas Reed     1859 

Hannah  1792   m Lyman N. Cook (1812)    1868 

Sophia  1794   m Jacques Hurlburt (1820)   ____ 

Nancy   1797   m Cyrus Hurlburt    ____ 

Harriet  1799   m 1) Adolphus Abbe    ____ 

      m 2) Parker Whitney 

Cyrus   1801   m Mary Lawson (1828)         1884 

Samuel  1803   m Melissa Douglas (1828)   ____        

Arabella 1805   m John Frank     ____ 

John   1807   m Clarissa Perrin (1830)   ____  

William 1809   m Betsey Stoddard    1889 

George   1811   m Eliza Perrin           1837 

Daniel   1813   m Philene Calkins (1834)        1905 

Anna   1817   m 1) Robert Coddington (1840)       1860 

     m 2) Flavius J. Martin (1845) 

 

Death 

Cyrus: December 3, 1840 in Rochester (Oakland Co.), Mich. 

Anna: 1837 in Rochester (Oakland Co.), Mich. 

 

 

About Cyrus Chipman 

 Cyrus grew up in Connecticut, serving in the state militia during the Revolution.  He 

was a physician.  After the war, about 1786, he relocated to Pawlet, Vermont, where his 

brother Lemuel (also a doctor) lived and practiced.  A year later he married the sister of 

his brother’s wife.  In 1794, at age thirty-three, he came to Richmond with his wife and 

three young daughters: Alta, Hannah, and Sophia.  Much of his extended family also 

came, including his brother Lemuel and two brothers-in-law, Nathaniel Harmon and 

Philip Reed.  He and his wife had ten more children while living in Richmond. 

  A well-respected doctor, Cyrus served for some years as president of the medical 

society of Ontario County.  In 1802-04 he built a large brick house on his farm (on the 



east side of present-day Abbey Road, just south of the Simmons Road intersection) at the 

same time that his brother-in-law Philip Reed built his home at Richmond Mills.    

 Cyrus and his family moved to Oakland County Michigan in 1821, where, as one of 

the earliest settlers of Pontiac, he continued to practice medicine.   

 

 

 

 

NOTES 

Alta Chipman (1791) married her cousin, Silas Reed; he was the son of Phillip Reed 

(1783-1853) and Margaret Fitch (who was the older sister of Alta’s mother Anna).  

Hannah Chipman, (1792) according to her 1868 obituary, “was a woman of deep piety 

from early life and active member of the Presbyterian church of Dansville for over forty 

years.  She had twelve children…three died in infancy…Mrs. Cook was always much 

interested in the different branches of the church work.  A few days after her husband’s 

death [in April], she went with her son L. C. Cook to his home in Fedrow, Fulton County, 

Ohio, and died suddenly of heart disease, October 30
th

, 1868 aged 76 years.”   

Lyman N. Cook (1790) was a medical doctor.  He lived for several years with the 

Chipman family, studying under Cyrus’ tutelage.  He received his medical diploma on 

January 13, 1810 at the age of nineteen.  Afterward he practiced in Livonia and 

Richmond for eleven years.  On July 22, 1812, he married Cyrus’ daughter Hannah.  In 

1818 they moved to Dansville, then in 1824 to Johnstown, Ohio.  He later returned to 

Dansville, where he practiced medicine until his death in 1868.    

Sophia Chipman (1794) and her sister Nancy (1797) married the Hurlburt brothers, 

Jacques and Cyrus; both these families later moved to Sandusky, Ohio.   

Cyrus Chipman (1801) and siblings Samuel (1803), John (1807), George (1811), 

Daniel (1813), and Anna (1817) lived in Michigan, where they died.  Cyrus’ children 

were George, Martha, Cyrus, Henry, Jacques, Alethia, James, and Frances. 

Samuel Chipman (1803) had several children: Fitch, Cyrus D., Cyrus A., Guy, Jay, 

Samuel, Melissa, Olivia, Charles, Franklin, Arabella, and Cyrus N.  (It is supposed that 

Cyrus D. and Cyrus A. both died young.) 

John Chipman’s (1805) children were Charles, Ellen, and Marshall. 

William Chipman’s  (1809) children were Theudius, Albion, Leroy, and Amelia. 

George Chipman (1811) had one daughter, Sarah. 


